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THE ADAMS FOUNDATION

The William H. Adams Youth Foundation is dedicated to a 
legacy of community service.  The Foundation’s mission is 
to support programs that serve the youth of East Columbus:
• Education
• Community Service
• Health & Wellness
• Personal Growth 
• Responsibility

William H. Adams
1929 - 2012



OUR MISSION

The Foundation supports programs offered by the William H. 
Adams Community Center, East Columbus Elementary School 
and other institutions that serve East Columbus neighborhoods

Programs receiving support from the Foundation must share 
our mission to provide safe, healthy, educational and fun 
opportunities for personal growth and responsibility to at-risk 
youth in East Columbus.



THE COMMUNITY WHEEL
The Foundation promotes a holistic approach to 
community service and neighborhood development.



EAST COLUMBUS
Our service area is primarily the East Columbus community,  
located 2.5 miles east of downtown Columbus, just west of Port 
Columbus International Airport. The area is bounded by I-670 on 
the north, Stelzer Road on the east and the Bexley city limits.  
• Zip Code 43219
• Over 900 acres
• Diverse population of 4,200

– 54% Black, 24% White, 21% Hispanic
– 27% Under 18, 16% Over 65

• 1600 Households
– $28,000 Median household income
– 95% Poverty level or working poor
– 33% Owner occupied

• 240 Businesses
Columbus Department of Development
East Columbus Neighborhood Plan  April 2012



A LEGACY OF SERVICE

• Ohio Veterans Hall of Fame
• Commissioner, City Recreation & Parks 

Commission
• Columbus Veterans Advisory Board
• AFGE Union Local No. 1148
• East Columbus Shepard Learning Center, 

Parent Advisory Committee 
• Krumm Park Community Recreation 

Council 

• Cub Scouts Pack Leader, BSA 
• Korean War Veterans Association
• Community Police Advisory Board
• Kiwanis Club of Columbus
• First Church of God Hospitality Ministry
• East Columbus Elementary School Parent 

Teacher Organization 
• Non-Violent Columbus Coalition
• East Fifth Avenue Business Association

William H. “Bill” Adams had a distinguished record of public service at 
the local and national levels. He served many government and civic 
groups, promoting education, community pride and neighborhood 
development. 



The City of Columbus dedicated the William H. Adams 
Community Center at Krumm Park on June 8, 2013 

Mayor Michael Coleman Director Alan McKnightThe Adams Family



ADAMS COMMUNITY CENTER

William H. Adams Community Center
Krumm Park

854 Alton Avenue
Columbus, Ohio 43219

The center has impacted the neighborhood by strengthening 
existing groups, improving communications and providing 
opportunities to implement programs, projects and activities.
- East Columbus Civic Association

http://columbus.gov/recreationandparks/recreation-centers/William-H--Adams-Community-Recreation-Center/


VETERANS HALL OF FAME
William Adams was inducted into the Ohio Veterans Hall of Fame  
by the Ohio Department of Veterans Services, November 15, 2015

Ohio Veterans Hall of Fame Class of 2015

http://www.ovhoff.com/
http://dvs.ohio.gov/veterans_hall_of_fame
http://dvs.ohio.gov/


PROGRAMS
• Annual Community Thanksgiving Dinner

– Over 500 neighbors served in collaboration with Saint Thomas Church 
and other community organizations

• Operation Homefront: Back to School Brigade
– Collection and distribution of school supplies
– Partnership with DollarTree Stores

• Soccer Development Program 
– Established the Adams Center Soccer program to help build skills for 

competitive soccer with “Youth First” grant from CRPD
• Pencil Power

– Distributed 2,000 pencils to area schools
• Tuskegee Airmen Experience

– Sponsored neighborhood students
• Adams Community Center Events

– Holiday parties
– Basketball & Soccer Teams



ADAMS COMMUNITY CENTER
The Foundation provides financial, volunteer staffing and in-
kind service support for programs offered by the William H. 
Adams Community Center, operated by the Columbus 
Recreation & Parks Department.



ADAMS CENTER PROGRAMS



THANKSGIVING DINNER
The annual East Columbus Community Thanksgiving Dinner at the Adams 
Community Center is eagerly anticipated by families in the neighborhood.  
Since 2001 the event brings together people who live, work, play and 
worship in the community. Over 500 neighbors are served with financial 
and volunteer support from the Foundation in collaboration with St. 
Thomas church and other community organizations.  Watch the video.  

https://www.facebook.com/video.php?v=1012553795473648
https://www.facebook.com/video.php?v=1012553795473648


GIVE THANKS & SHARE BLESSINGS

2014 Dinner Video:
https://youtu.be/XJKBBVdq9dk

https://youtu.be/XJKBBVdq9dk


AMAZON PARTNERSHIP
Through a strategic relationship with Amazon the Foundation  
provided our nonprofit partners with surplus and donated products 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. Over 9,622 items were shipped to 
45 partner organizations, at no cost including clothing, food, toys, 
health & hygiene and household products.
The Adams Foundation leveraged the program to support delivery 
of services and programming by nonprofit organizations serving 
their respective communities from October 2020 thru 2021.



BOOK CLUB

Click for Amazon link

The Foundation distributes children’s books to our 
partners including:
• Adams Community Recreation Center
• East Columbus Elementary School
• Columbus Metropolitan Library 

http://www.mydadmeonthetee.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Aunt-Lucys-Rolls-Jeff-Spann/dp/0977220907
https://drarthurvaughn.com/books/


PORTER ATHLETIC LEAGUE
The Porter Athletic League (PAL) provides a safe 
environment for youth to play sports, study and 
work with coaches who volunteer from law 
enforcement agencies including the Columbus 
Police Department, Ohio State Highway Patrol 
and Franklin County Sheriff’s Office.



SOCCER SKILLS DEVELOPMENT

The Foundation received a Youth First Grant from the Columbus 
Recreation & Parks Department in 2016.  The grant helped 
establish the East Columbus Soccer Development Program in 
partnership with the Columbus East Soccer Association (CESA).

https://columbus.gov/recreationandparks/recreation-centers/William-H--Adams-Community-Recreation-Center/
http://crpdsports.org/youth-first/


COLLABORATIONS
The Foundation supports, partners and collaborates with 
other nonprofit organizations that serve neighborhoods 
across the City of Columbus. 



CIRCLE of VILLAGE ELDERS
Village Elders are donors who help sustain the work of the 
Foundation and others who are recognized for outstanding 
community service aligned with the Foundation's mission. 

Carol Maddox, Saint Thomas Catholic Church
Michael B. Coleman, Mayor, Columbus, OH
Gregory Harris, President, Lamont Consulting, 
Los Angeles, CA
Emile and Shari Johnson,  CEO,  Goode Foods, 
Inc., Chicago, Il
Mary Ann Brown, 2015 Ohio Senior Citizens Hall 
of Fame, Lima, OH
Carson Kipfer, Co-Founder,  Sport Ngin, 
Minneapolis, MN
Alan D. McKnight, Director, Columbus Recreation 
and Parks Department (retired)

“It takes a whole village to raise a child”
- Nigerian Proverb



AFFILIATIONS
The Columbus Foundation’s PowerPhilanthropy (P2) 
connects donors with causes they care about 
by sharing consistent, validated data on nonprofits.

The GuideStar Exchange is a premier source for information 
on nonprofits.  The Bronze-level designation demonstrates 
our commitment to transparency and accountability.

The AmazonSmile Foundation donates a percentage of 
purchases when the Foundation is designated by on-line 
shoppers.

VolunteerMatch is the Web’s largest volunteer engagement 
network, making it easy for good people and good causes to 
connect.

http://tcfapp.org/Show/William_H_Adams_Youth_Foundation


ORGANIZATION

LOCATIONS
947 East Johnstown Road
Suite 187
Columbus, OH  43230

Executive Offices
4480 South Cobb Drive
Suite H-186
Atlanta, GA  30080
admin@whadamsfoundation.org

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Rodney H. Adams
Walter A. Adams
William H. Adams, III
James E. Rogers, Ph.D.
John Erby

The Adams Foundation is a tax exempt 
501(c)(3) non-profit association registered 
with the State of Ohio. Federal EIN and 
DUNS available upon request.

www.WHADAMSFOUNDATION.org

Rev. 05/2022

http://www.whadamsfoundation.org/
http://www.whadamsfoundation.org/


FOLLOW THE FOUNDATION

Email:  
admin@whadamsfoundation.org

Twitter:  
@WHAFoundation

Web:  
www.whadamsfoundation.org

YouTube:  
http://youtu.be/0U9X95uXCMc

Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/whadamsfoundation

Linkedin Groups

Instagram:  
www.instagram.com/whadamsfoundation

Columbus Foundation

Guide Star

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/William-H-Adams-Youth-Foundation-5050229?gid=5050229
http://youtu.be/0U9X95uXCMc
http://www.whadamsfoundation.org/
http://www.twitter.com/WHAFoundation
mailto:admin@whadamsfoundation.org
http://www.guidestar.org/organizations/46-5467510/william-h-adams-youth-foundation.aspx
http://www.columbusfoundation.org/
mailto:admin@whadamsfoundation.org
https://twitter.com/whafoundation
http://www.whadamsfoundation.org/
http://youtu.be/0U9X95uXCMc
https://www.facebook.com/whadamsfoundation/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/William-H-Adams-Youth-Foundation-5050229?gid=5050229
http://www.instagram.com/whadamsfoundation
http://tcfapp.org/Show/William_H_Adams_Youth_Foundation
http://www.guidestar.org/organizations/46-5467510/william-h-adams-youth-foundation.aspx
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